
Easter Newsletter 2021 

Welcome to our Easter 2021 newsletter! I hope you enjoy 
reading about the work our staff and pupils have been doing 

this term. 
Despite the challenges of COVID19 we have tried to keep our 

focus on the pupils’ learning as well as their wellbeing.  
I would like to thank the staff team for their hard work and 
support this term. I have valued the support our Governing 

Body have given to the school so that we could make the best 
and safest decisions regarding the running of the school   

during a national lock down 

Staff:  Ms O’Shaughnessy and Mrs Darby have both left 
to start their maternity leave and Mr Kerswell and         

Ms Delaney leave their posts tomorrow. We wish them all 
well. 

We have new staff starting after the Easter Break;  
Miss Thornton will be Deputy Head teacher along with 
Mrs Foord who you already know. 
Mrs Flannagan will lead our ASD department during 
Mrs    Darby’s maternity leave 
Teaching assistants appointed to start after Easter 
are Ms Isaac, Ms Ross, Mrs Fernandez and Mr Holmes

Pupil activity: I hope you enjoy reading about the 
many varied activities your children have been        
involved in this term. It is challenging to plan          
activities that continue to be COVID safe. I am sure 
that you will agree that the team have been very   
creative.  

Please remember to check out our school website and Twitter 
for up to date information about school. 



Our new sixth form hub is due to open after Easter. I, like 
our students and their families have been let down    

throughout the year by the delays, some of which were due 
to the pandemic but latterly due to the work not being    

completed to a safe acceptable standard. The building was 
handed to us after the half term break in February but the 
work required on the snagging list is still not complete today. 
The flooring on the top floor is being removed and a new one 
fitted. I am optimistic we will be able to welcome students to 
look around on the first 2 days back after Easter and then 
fully open. I have a meeting with the managing director of 

Mcavoys to discuss my concerns tomorrow. In the meantime 
he has issued an apology. As Headteacher my drive is to     

ensure that the provision each pupil receives at North Ridge 
is of a very high standard. I would not be carrying out my   

duty if I opened the building in its current state. The team 
at school are working hard to have the building ready for af-
ter Easter. We currently have issues with safe access, lifts 

are not working and the access barrier to the carpark is    
broken.  

Holiday scheme 
 

Some pupils will be attending our Easter holiday scheme for the 
first week of the holiday. Thank you to Sarah Fraser, Pauline 
Kelly and Manchester Active team for organising all the fun 

activities. 

Dates for the academic year 2021/22 have been published 
on our website: 



NORTH RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 

                CALENDAR FOR 2021/22 

 

Autumn Term 

School opens        Thursday 2nd September 2021 

School closes   Friday 15th October 2021 

School opens   Monday 1st November 2021 

School closes   Friday 17th December 2021 

 

Spring Term 

School opens   Tuesday 4th January 2022 

School closes   Friday 18th February 2022 

School opens   Monday 28th February 2022 

School closes   Friday 8th April 2022     

    

Summer Term 

School opens   Monday 25th April 2022 

School closes   Monday 2nd May 2022 – May Bank Holiday 

School opens   Tuesday 3rd May 2022 

School closes   Friday 27th May 2022 

School opens   Monday 6th June 2022 

School closes   Friday 22nd July 2022 

 

5 INSET DAYS   

Tuesday 31st August 2021/ 1st September 2021 

25th July / 26th July /27th July 2022 - 18 hours (6X3) distributed 
as twilight sessions during the academic year      

      



REMINDER OF SCHOOL PROCEDURES 
 
We ask that all drivers co-operate and drive at a safe slow 
speed when dropping off or picking up from school. We also 
ask that drivers are mindful where they park so that pupils 
are safe when they are dropped off.  
 
A MEMBER OF THE LEADERSHIP TEAM WILL BE    
PRESENT TO GUIDE YOU WHEN PARKING PLEASE     
CO-OPERATE AT ALL TIMES. 
 
Pupils are required to wear full school uniform - please      
ensure that your child is dressed appropriately when they 
come to school. 

Please keep your children safe during holiday time 
by monitoring their use of mobile phones, tablets 
and use of the internet.  
 
We will continue to ask that you support us with 
our COVID procedures 
 
 Wear a face covering on the school site 
 Social distance from other families whilst 

dropping off and picking up and try to keep to 
just one family member 

 School transport drop off 9.00 a.m. / pick up 
3.15p.m. 

 Parent/ carer drop off 9.15a.m. / pick up 
2.30p.m.   

 Please remain at home if pupils or family 
members have COVID symptoms. Please get a 
test and report the result to school 

 Please follow Government guidance, by doing 
this you help to keep the whole North Ridge 
community safer. 

 Those students who have been taking part in 
Lateral Flow Testing at home should continue 
to test twice a week over the Easter Break.   



Easter assembly will be available on our school web site  
 
Thank you for your continued support. We especially 
look forward to seeing our pupils who have had to 
shield until 1.4.21.after the Easter break.  On behalf 
of the staff I wish all pupils and their families a very 
happy Easter break.  
 
 
Bernice Kostick (Head Teacher) 



 

  

 

Our theme this half term has been Wonderful Water. We discovered that there are dif-
ferent water bodies and learned about the life cycles of different animals that live in wa-
ter. We explored and learned about the history of the seaside. We looked at how climate 
change impacts the Polar Region and ways we can make a difference. Also, we learned that 
different religions use water in different ways and read some religious stories. We looked 
at the story of Noah’s Ark and played ‘The Animals went in Two by Two’ on glockenspiels. 

We learned what the Water Cycle is and even made it rain! 

 

As part of our Cook it! Lessons, we have learned different cutting techniques to help us 
prepare fruit and vegetables to make different soups and salad. Also, we learned how to 

make bread rolls to dip into our soups. They were delicious! 

On behalf of all the students and staff in Class Vesuvius, we wish you a safe, fun and re-
laxing break and look forward to seeing you all after Easter.  

 



Pupils in class Rainier have been very happy to be 
back with their staff and friends! 

This half term in Theme class Rainier have been learning about ‘Wonderful Water’. 
We have identified where we can see water and land. We enjoyed playing musical 

instruments and creating our own rainmakers. We have dressed up as the artist Monet 
and created our very own ‘Water Lilly Ponds’ with paint and stamps.  

We have had lots of fun! 

This half term in Maths we have been exploring money, we have been working on 
identifying and matching coins up to 10p. We have practised taking coins from purses 
and putting them into a piggy bank. We have created shopping lists and bought items 

we like by matching the amounts. Our staff are very proud! 



We have been delivering our Parent/Carer sessions virtually using Microsoft Teams. 

You will need to: 

 Have your name on your account so that we can identify parents and carers attending -mute 

your microphone during the presentation.  

 Use the typed chat facility to ask questions and make comments that will then be answered 

 We ask that you do this using the chat facility so that connection is not lost and all questions 

can be seen and responded to.  

 The link for the session will be emailed to you 15 minutes before the start of the session. You 

can access the session through a computer, tablet, laptop or smartphone. You just need to 

download the free Microsoft Teams app  

 Once you have downloaded this you can click on the link sent via email and it will take you 

straight into the meeting. 

This year we have delivered sessions on: 

 Diet 

 Hygiene/growing and changing 

 E Safety 

 Reading 

 Behaviour 

 Relationship and Sex education 

 

All of the presentations are available on our website. 

https://northridge.manchester.sch.uk/parents-page/parents-and-carers-
group/ 
 

Come and join us for our next sessions. Each session starts at 10.30am  

  
April 1st 2021- Bev Dargan: Talbot House 

  

April 29th 2021 – Elaine Redpath: Moving on / Planning for the future 
  

May 13th 2021 -  Will White – Home to School Transport 
  

 
May 27TH 2021 – Gill Foord  – Schools Safeguarding Processes 
  

https://northridge.manchester.sch.uk/parents-page/parents-and-carers-group/
https://northridge.manchester.sch.uk/parents-page/parents-and-carers-group/


We are very happy to have class Olympus back in school! They have    
settled back in wonderfully and have come back with a fantastic, positive 

attitude to their learning.  

During the recent school 
closure we have seen some 

fantastic home learning 
work completed on       

Seesaw. We are very 
proud of the efforts our 
pupils have put in to their 

learning at home. Well 
done! 

This term in maths we have been learning about fractions. We have been    
doing lots of practical activities to help us understand how to divide objects 

into equal parts. 

Our Duke of Edinburgh 
group have been working 
on the physical section of 
their award. They will be 
developing their fitness 
over 6 weeks and logging 

their progress.  



Class Nightingale have been very busy this term. The students have been 
carrying out their work experience at the Unit supporting our                  

2nd Handmade shop. 

 

Students in class Nightingale 
have been busy making a variety 
of Easter Baskets. This includes 
students sourcing various items 
and putting them together to 
create a beautiful gift basket. 

 

Throughout the term the stu-
dents have received many do-
nations for our 2nd Handmade 
shop.  

The students have been   
sorting these donations into 
two categories. These include 
what items can be sold and 
what items will need to be 
weighed in. The students are 
able to carefully look through 
the items for faults and 
marks. 



Class Matterhorn 

Our theme this term has been Wonderful 
Water. In Art, we were able to follow in-

structions to create different animals that 
live in the sea using a wide range of mate-

rials and resources. We made jellyfish, 
whales and fish. In science, we looked at 
the water cycle and the life cycle of dif-

ferent animals and their diets. 

Our Life Skills topic has been Work Related 
Learning. We learnt about the job roles in 

school that help us throughout our day. We 
explored what it would be like to be a cleaner 

and a member of the kitchen staff at 
Northridge. We helped to clean our classroom 

and took orders for drinks.  

Class Matterhorn would like to wish everyone a pleasant holiday.  

Our Maths topics this term has 
been Measure.  

As part of our Measure topic, we 
have been exploring money, tem-
perature, weight and size. In our 

temperature lessons we used 
thermometers to help us explain 
if we thought the water was hot 

or cold. 



This half term class Kilimanjaro and Teide have really 
enjoyed their blended learning. In ASDAN we have 

been learning about different technology in the home 
and in our community. 

We have been working really hard to show how we can 
be safe when we are using different appliances. We 

have practiced using the kettle, microwave, hob, iron, 
washing machine and vacuum cleaner. We have learnt 
lots of important life skills and are really excited to 

keep practicing at home! 



In Personal and social development this 
term we have been looking at how to care 
for the environment and identifying ways 
people can harm the environment. We 
have been litter picking and recycling 
what we found as well as clearing out the 
outdoor planting area ready for fresh 
flower to be planted and grow in the           
coming months. 

In Health and Wellbeing this term we have been learning all about fitness 
being active and keeping our body's moving. In the gym the students have 
been learning how to use the equipment safely as well as learning how to 
turn gym equipment on and off. In class the students have been playing 
games of bowling, following instructions and learning to take turns with 
their friends. 

In Maths this term we have been learning 
all about Number, we have been using              
different resources to help us identify 
numbers and to solve simple number               
problems.  



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Class Helvellyn 

DT- Grow It 

This term in DT we have been   com-
pleting a Grow It unit, we have been 
learning about what plants need to 
grow and their life cycle. We have 

planted our own peas and have been 
caring for them and         recording 

their growth.   

  

 

PE 

In PE we have been working to improve our 
fitness, we have been completing circuit 

training practising a wide range of exercises 
and working on improving our stamina and 

technique.  

 

Census 

This term we have also been learning all 
about the census that take place just 
once every ten years. We have been 

looking at what the data collected in the 
census is used for. We have written our 

own school census questionnaire and have 
created a handprint that will be used in a 
school census display, to show our school 

population.  



Class Grasmoor would like to wish everyone a Happy Easter enjoy the 
break! 

This term in Geography in Class 
Grasmoor, we have been learning 

about China. We have been learning 
about the differences between the 

UK and China. 

When exploring the differences we 
have looked at the differences   
between schools in the UK and 

schools in China. We have explored 
the differences in our cities and 

we even managed to explore      
Chinese food. 

Our favourite lesson was definitely 
the one where we were able to try 
different types of Chinese food 

and we really enjoyed opening our 
fortune cookies. We even decided 

to make some of our own sentences 
that we would like to place into 

fortune cookies. 



 

This term we have welcomed back Class Everest into school! They 

have all settled in really well and have enjoyed learning about 

their new topics.   

During the recent 
lockdown, our stu-

dents have been ac-
cessing their school 
work remotely using 
Seesaw. There has 
been a fantastic    
effort from our    

students to complete 
their work.  

This term in maths we have 
been learning about fractions. 
We have been doing a variety 

of practical activities with  
everyday items to help us     
understand how to divide      
objects into equal parts. 



Class Etna  

In Maths we have been learning 
all about measure. We have 
spent the last few weeks  

learning about money, and have 
been working hard to identify 
coins, and then use these coins 

to pay for items.   

In Theme we have been looking at  
Wonderful Water.  

We have looked at different ideas,  
including bodies of water, animals, pollu-
tion and recycling, floating and sinking, 
and uses of water in different religions. 

We have worked together as a class to 
create a mind map to show everything we 

have learnt.  

Class Etna would like to wish everyone a Happy Easter!  



Theme  

This term Class Cross Fell have been exploring the topic ‘Wonderful Water’  
within our theme lessons. We really enjoyed creating a beach scene on A3 card  
using a range of materials and paints. We also explored and made predictions about 
objects that float or sink.  

English & Maths  

In English this term Class Cross Fell have been reading the story ’The Snail and 
the Whale’, we have explored key objects and enjoyed retelling the story. In 
Maths we have been working hard at making pairs of objects/items. We have    
particularly enjoyed learning outside in the Spring sunshine!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Fuji 
During our Maths lessons we have 
been looking at  and using the   
correct language about time. We 
have also been looking at          
multiplication. We have been using  
lots of practical and fun lessons in 
Maths to help us with our learning. 
We have been using arrays to help 
us solve multiplication problems. 

During our ICT lessons we have been 
learning about E-Safety. We have been 
discussing about how to keep safe on 
the internet. The focus has been on 
the safe use of technology. We      
particularly have been looking at what 
kind of information should not be 
shared online for our personal safety. 
We are starting to look at the history 
of ICT and how technology has 
changed over the years. 

This term, during our Cook It    
sessions, we have been following 
step-by-step recipes to prepare 
and cook healthy meals. We have 
been learning how to keep         
ourselves safe in the kitchen to     
prevent any accidents and cross    
contamination. We have been      
developing out self belief and team 
work skills during these sessions. 



Ben Nevis have been so happy to be back in school and 
see their friends this term! 

This term, we have had    
extra lessons on personal 
hygiene to keep ourselves 
and others safe at school. 

We have practiced       
thorough handwashing;    
ensuring we clean each part 
of our hands with soap. 

In art, we have been learn-
ing about a photography 
artist called David Gilliver. 
We have created our own 
backgrounds and took ex-
citing photos using food 
and miniature figures! 

In maths , we have enjoying our 
wet in our capacity lessons! We 
have been ordering, measuring 
and pouring our own volumes. 



Class Scafell 
 

Class Scafell have had a fantastic term, we have had some of our pupils 
working from home and we have seen some of our pupils back in class 

which has been wonderful! We have been exploring the topic Wonderful 
Water throughout our lessons. 

 

Our sensory story in English this term The Snail and The Whale has 
been one of our favourites ever. Its about a very clever Snail who goes 

on an adventure with a huge Whale in the sea. It has been great working 
with textures such as sand, slime, shells and different animals as well as 
exploring hot and cold and using switches to activate sounds and light to 

tell parts of the story.  In maths we have been matching pairs. 



Theme  

This term class Denali have been learning all about ‘Wonderful Water’. We have 
explored water in many different ways from exploring the water cycle and moni-
toring the weather to creating water themed healthy snacks and exploring Monet’s 
watercolour paintings. Here are some photo’s to show off our hard work.  

Theme 

We have been working very hard on developing our communication skills in theme, 
we have used a range of communication boards alongside our exciting work to sup-
port us in making requests and sharing our views on our own and our friends work.  



Theme 
The term in theme our topic has been wonderful water. We have looked at 
how pollution can effect the water, animals and humans and how recycling 
can help. 

Maths 
In maths we have been looking at money and learning what money is for and 
how to use it. Class Hunter enjoyed exploring money in different sensory 
materials and taking part in out shop role play. 



Snowdon have been so happy to be back in school and 
see their friends again before Easter! 

This term, we have been 
working very hard on fit-
ness. We’ve practiced lots 
of different types of exer-
cise including learning how 
to use the school gym safe-
ly. 

In art, we have been ex-
ploring David Gilliver’s art 
work. We have created our 
own backgrounds and took 
exciting photos miniature 
figures! 

In English we have been using 
the clicker software to write 
our own versions of the 
Tempest! 



We hope you enjoy the Easter break. 

In cooking this term we have 
We have made vegetable 

pasta and Quorn chilli 

This has helped us to develop 
our independent chopping 

skills and we have also learnt 
to use the peelers safely.  

 

 

Class Mont Blanc have enjoyed 
learning about the story of Noah’s 

Ark in R.E 

We have explored different props 
and are able to sequence different 

events from the story. 

We particularly enjoyed looking at 
all the animals that went onto the 

Ark. 

 

Class  

Mont Blanc 



 
Jeffrey 
Gerald 
Yusuf 
Afia 
Hamza 
Abdulah 
Yara 
Aleeka 
Goodness 
Ismail 
Laiba 
Taha 
Radiya 
Hafsa 
Atig 
Israel 
Aristhote 
Cee-jay 
Jackie 

Cameron 
Logan 
Harmony 
Dominic 
Danyal H 
Ciaron 
Thomas 
Connor  
Lilly 
Stephen 
Aisha 
Adam 
Chioma 
Abbieleigh 
Mikolaj 
Aaiyza 
Willow 
Campbell 
Nathaniel 

Callum C 
Elliot 
Layton 
Chantelle 
Logan 
McKenzie 
C 
Tiger Lily 
Diego 
Amy 
Obinna 
Kaden 
Huy 
Osamede 
Sadek 
Hermione 
David E-F 
Devon 
Lucas  
Shu-yan 

Rio 
Harvey 
Brian 
Barina 
Ryan  
Rose 
Khadijah 
Caitlin 
Millie 
Blake 
Joseph 
Afzal 
Ghulam 
Elleah 
Mason 
Mason 
Brian 
Bradley 
McKenzie Y  

Brendon 
Rabab 
Thabiso 
Danyal N 
Nicco 
Pamela 
Jakub 
Simon 
Aaron 
Martin 
Francis 
Cieran 
Kobi 
Henry 
Mohsin 
Safa 
Luqman 
Arooba 

Hanzala 
Kheyrta 
Annette 
Jakub 
Aaryan 
Aman 
Kraig 
Katie 
Ahsan 
Princess 
Mark 
Umais 
Abdul 
Callum W 
Mercedes 
Jake 
Natasha 
Vincent 
 

Attendance 

This term, pupils have been working hard to come into 
school on time every day.  

Here are the pupils who have achieved 100% attendance 
this term! 

Congratulations and keep up the Good work! 

Pupils who achieved 100% attendance for the whole academic year will    
also be placed into the big prize draw at the end of this year for a special 



Top Tips … 

 Help your child pack their school bag the 
night before. 

 Help your child put out their school uni-
form the night before. 

 Put your child to bed at a reasonable time 
to help them have a good night’s sleep. 

 Set your child’s alarm early enough to al-
low enough time for them to get ready. 

 Give your child a time-scale to get ready 
in. This could be done as a fun game. A 
visual timer would be useful for this. 

Did you know … 

 
Arriving to school late will also affect overall        

attendance. 
 


