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Dear families,

It has been an absolute pleasure being back, watching all of the amazing things pupils get up 

to on a day-to-day basis.

Pupils have been extremely busy in class learning lots of new things and accessing many 

different experiences.

It is always wonderful to hear from families how much their child looks forward to coming into 

school, even getting their school coat and uniform on at the weekends!

A thank you to staff who support all pupils at North Ridge to ensure they are able to "do their 

best" and achieve well from their starting points. Our goal is always to ensure that pupils feel 

happy and safe whilst developing their independence as much as possible.

I would also like to thank families for their continued support, attending our whole school 

events such as the recent school disco and Christmas fair. Welcoming families into school 

wherever possible is really important to us.

I wish everyone a peaceful festive break and wish everyone all the best for 2026.

Kind regards

S.Johnson

Head Teacher



NORTH RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL

CALENDAR FOR 2025 - 2026

Autumn Term

School opens Wednesday 3rd September 2025

School closes Friday 24th October 2025
School opens Monday 3rd November 2025
School closes Friday 19th December 2025

Spring Term

School opens Monday 5th January 2026
School closes Friday 13th February 2026

School opens Monday 23rd February 2026
School closes Thursday 2nd April 2026

Summer Term

School opens Monday 20th April 2026
School closes  Monday 4th May 2026 ð Bank Holiday
School opens Tuesday 5th May 2026
School closes  Friday 22nd May 2026
School opens Tuesday 2nd June 2026
School closes  Friday 17th July 2026

5 INSET DAYS  
1st and 2nd September 2025
1st June 2026
20th and 21st July 2026
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Did you know?

Attendance percentage
Number of absences 
within the academic 

year

100% attendance 0 days absence

99% attendance 1 day absence

98% attendance 3 days absence

97% attendance 1 week absence

95% attendance 2 weeks absence

92% attendance 3 weeks absence

90% attendance 3.5 weeks absence

Arriving to school late will also affect overall attendance.

Top Tips é

Help your child pack their school bag the night before.

Help your child put out their school uniform the night before.

Put your child to bed at a reasonable time to help them have a 

good nightõs sleep.

Set your childõs alarm early enough to allow enough time for 

them to get ready.

Give your child a time -scale to get ready in. This could be done 

as a fun game. A visual timer would be useful for this.
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Key information for families

Our full attendance policy is available on our school website:   https://northridge.manchester.sch.uk

At North Ridge, we believe that pupils need to attend school on time every day to learn, develop and thrive.

As a school, we want to work together with you to ensure that your child is happy,  enjoys coming to school and accesses 

learning that enables them to develop new skills and socialise with their peers.

What school will do to support 
yourĦőŔũĬќƚattendance:

How parents can support 
their ĦőŔũĬќƚattendance:

Å We will celebrate good attendance
Å We will work together with pupils and their families
Å ìĲШƽŔũũШťĲĲƓШǃŸƨШŔŰŉŸƖůĲĬШċĤŸƨƣШǃŸƨƖШĦőŔũĬќƚШ

attendance and punctuality
Å ìĲШƽŔũũШĦŸŰĬƨĦƣШőŸůĲШƻŔƚŔƣƚШƣŸШĬŔƚĦƨƚƚШǃŸƨƖШĦőŔũĬќƚШċĤƚĲŰĦĲ
Å We will invite you to meetings to discuss 

attendance concerns and work together to put plans in place 
and set targets.

Å Talk to your child about their school day and 
celebrate their achievements

Å Remind your child hat their attendance is 
important, and it is not OK to miss school

Å Avoid unnecessary absence such as 
makingmedical appointments outside of school 
hours and notgoing onholiday in school time.
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Merry Christmas to you all and we hope you have a lovely 

Christmas break. 

This term has been the first for our new model of working and we 

hope that you have all managed to access the service if you have 

required it. 

Thank you for the engagement with the coffee mornings we have 

held at North Ridge and keep an eye out for more in the future that 

will be related to certain topics that may be of help to you. 

Remember we have staff working all year round and are here to 

help you with all your childs  health needs. 

You can contact us any time on 0161 529 6053 or 

mft.snns.north@nhs.net  we aim to respond within 48 hours. 

Best Wishes from the Special Needs Nursing Service. 

HEALTH UPDATE

mailto:mft.snns.north@nhs.net
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Class Ben Nevis

In English, we have been 

learning the story of Robin 

Hood, we created a class 

story map to help us with the 

story.

In Science, we have 

understood healthy lifestyles, 

we even made a healthy 

snack!

In DT, we made cookies to sell 

at the fair!



Class Crossfell  
wishes you a happy holiday break

In Theme we have been 

learning all about Colour  

and Light

In Maths  our 

topics have been 

money and 

numbers

Look at our 

fantastic work!

In  English we have been 

exploring the stories, "wow 

said the owl" and the Colour  

Monster



Class Denali

While learning about the 
Grinch as part of our 
'Celebrations' theme, we 
explored the characters 
and setting of Whoville 
through exciting sensory 
activities and even 
dressed up as the Grinch 
himself!

In Maths we have been 
exploring shapes and 
space, where we 
worked on identifying 
different shapes and 
fitting them into the 
correct spaces.

We've also had a great 
time exploring cooking 
through sensory activities 
like making dough and 
pouring drinks, as well as 
focusing on the words 
'stop' and 'go' through 
roleplaying with toy 
vehicles and traffic lights!



Class Eiger

In English we have focused on the 

story of The Grinch. We engaged in 

immersive sensory experiences of the 

town of  Whoville and explored 

props relating to the characters. 

In cooking we focused on our 

functional skills to pour, chop and 

mix ingredients to make food related 

to our celebrations theme. 

In Maths we explored shapes and 

worked towards fitting shapes into 

corresponding holes or outlines.



Class Etna

This half term, Class Etna have been 

studying Shape & Space in Maths.

In English we have been reading Charlie 

and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl.

In cooking we have been making pizza, 

biscuits and cupcakes.

In Communication lessons, we have been 

working on core words such as ôHelpõ by 

looking after babies. 

In Physical Wellbeing we have been 

learning how to clean our teeth.

Enjoy your winter 

holiday. See you in 

January 2026.



This term, Class Everest has been busy learning 
across a range of exciting topics. 

In Maths , pupils have been practising  their 
number and money skills and developing confidence 
with practical maths  activities. In PSHE, the class 

explored rights and responsibilities and learned about 
elections, even taking part in their own class vote! In 

Cultural Studies, pupils learned key vocabulary in 
French such as directions and different types of food 
and enjoyed practising it in groups. They also studied 

the work of French artists and created their own 
artwork inspired by these styles. 

It has been a fun and productive term for Class 
Everest!
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Class Fuji
We had lots of fun in DT 

making our Snowman for the 

Christmas Fair at school!
We have enjoyed 

learning lots of new 

money skills in Maths 

lessons!

In Science, we have 

been learning about 

healthy lifestyles and 

the digestive system!


