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Dear parent/carer,                                                                                           

RE: January 2020 lockdown and school provision for EHCPs  

We hope you and your family are continuing to keep safe and well during these difficult times.  

We realise that this continues to be an exceptionally challenging time for all our families and 

thank you for your continuing commitment to working with us. The very short days and cold 

weather have added to the general challenge.  

I thought that it would be helpful to outline the differences between this lockdown and the first 
lockdown in which the government issued relaxations to some of the legislation around SEND 
and Education Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) in particular. I can confirm that: 

• The Department for Education (DFE) has not relaxed EHCP legislation  

• The DFE has not re-introduced ‘Reasonable Endeavours’ and there are no current 
plans to do so. 

• The expectation is that all children and young people with an EHCP should be in 
school, except those who are classed as ‘extremely clinically vulnerable’ and told by 
health professionals that they need to shield.  

• Schools have been informed that they should not use individual pupil risk assessments 
to decide which children and young people with an EHCP should be in school. However, 
a school can use a risk assessment for the whole school if there are concerns that they 
do not have enough staff to teach and support the children safely.  

• If the school risk assessment identifies it is not safe to open fully for children and young 
people who are vulnerable, have an EHCP or have critical worker status, the school 
would be expected to provide remote learning/resources for those not in school.  

• A parent may request a leave of absence for their child to stay at home during Covid.  

• Where schools grant a leave of absence, the school still needs to provide suitable 
remote learning/resources in line with relevant guidance.  

Unfortunately, one of my letters sent out in May 2020 has been sent to some parents with the 
date changed and stating that reasonable endeavours are in place; it was on twitter last night. I 
would like to reassure you all that this is not the case and we expect that all children with 
EHCPs who attend mainstream school have an offer of a school place at the moment. 

However, the latest Government guidance recognises the challenge that special schools face at 
this time and states:  On occasion special schools may encounter circumstances where they 
cannot provide their usual interventions and provision at adequate staffing ratios, or with staff 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/953215/Guidance_for_special_schools__specialist_post-16_providers_and_alternative_provision_during_the_national_lockdown.pdf
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with vital specialist training. In these circumstances they should seek to resume as close as 
possible to the specified provision for the child or young person as soon as possible. …...Where 
it is necessary to take this approach, education settings should work collaboratively with families 
to make these assessments and agree an approach that is in the child or young person’s best 
interests. This should take into account the support that the child or young person needs and 
the specific circumstances affecting the family, and their views as to what would be appropriate. 
Any decisions taken should be regularly reviewed. 

As a local area we are committed to trying to ensure the best experience possible for your 
children and our schools are committed to ensuring the best possible outcomes for children with 
SEND. Our special schools are aware that all children with an EHCP should be offered a full-
time place, however they also have to risk assess their school to ensure that it is a safe 
environment for the whole school community. This has, unfortunately, led to schools having to 
make difficult decisions. This will be constantly reviewed and all our schools are seeking to 
resume full-time offers for all children as soon as they are able. Where it is not possible to fully 
secure the provision specified in a child or young person’s EHC Plan, schools will continue to 
use their best endeavours to secure the appropriate provision and will keep this provision under 
review and we will continue to work with schools and health providers on how we can support 
your child’s needs.  

The Government has issued guidance to local areas on support available during this time.  We 
will put links to this guidance on our Local Offer website along with other useful information and 
resources for children and young people with SEND and their families: 
www.manchester.gov.uk/sendlocaloffer 

• Digital technology - If your child does not currently have access to digital technology to 
help them learn at home, please contact your child’s school or college.  

• Home to school transport is still operating. If you have any questions relating to this 
please contact your child’s school or college or the Home to School Transport team 
hometoschool@manchester.gov.uk 

• Free School Meals – Please get in touch with your child’s school/college if you have 
questions about Free School Meals during term time or support during February half 
term. 

If you need any further information or advice you can contact the Information, Advice and 

Support Service (IASS) on their confidential helpline 0161 209 8356 or email: 

parents@manchester.gov.uk.   

Thank you for your continued support and commitment. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Isobel Booler 

Head of Schools Quality Assurance and Strategic SEND 

http://www.manchester.gov.uk/sendlocaloffer
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-help-with-technology-for-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19?priority-taxon=b350e61d-1db9-4cc2-bb44-fab02882ac25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020
mailto:hometoschool@manchester.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools
mailto:parents@manchester.gov.uk

