
Title of Rubric: KS/curriculum area/topic KS3 Geography – Flood Disasters 

 

Key stage 3 Year 1 of cycle.  
This will teach your class about the destructive powers of rivers. Explore and investigate, at a local scale and environments in different parts of the world the development od a river. They will 

see how people are affected by flooding. 

 B2 Progression Step 5-6 B2 Progression Step 7-8 B2NC Step 1 B2NC Step 2 -3 

Key learning: Use of key terms when talking about rivers/understanding what a river is.Recap Water Cycle 

Subject specific 

knowledge 

 

 

Can explore pictures of different rivers 

 

Can identify a similarity and a difference  

 

Shows an awareness of place in the outside 

environment 

 

Identify/explore elements of the water cycle 

using symbols and key words. 

 

Be able to use key 

words/symbols to 

describe a photo of a 

river. E.g. water, 

slope, bank. 
 

Can identify similarities 

and differences  

 

Using symbols and 

pictures be, able to 

order 3 stages of the 

water cycle. 
 

Pupils can use the words 

volcano and earthquake 

in context. 

 

 

Identify at least 4 key 

features on a simplified 

diagram of the water cycle. 

E.g. rain, clouds, rivers, 

evaporation. 
 

Can describe different places and 

environments 

 

Be able to talk about where 

the water in a river comes 

from. E.g. Rain, snow, sleet etc. 
 

Can describe the properties of the 

Earth's layers; 

 

. 

 

 

Identify at least 5 key features on a diagram 

of a water cycle and use writing to label the 

diagram. Use technical vocabulary such as 

precipitation, condensation, transpiration in 

the correct context some of the time. 
 

After having learnt about the water cycle, 

show understanding/knowledge that there is 

always the same amount of water on the planet 

and be able to state at least 2 places that 

water is stored. 
 

Be able to talk about where the water in a 

river comes from. E.g. Precipitation, rain, snow, 

sleet etc. 
 

Can ask geographical questions to find out about the 

water cycle and begin to give meaning 

 

Be able to state why changes in water level 

happens e.g. evaporation – hot weather causes 

level to fall, precipitation – level rises etc. 
 

  

Subject specific 

skills 

 

Pupils use symbols to label a pictorial diagram. 

 

 

With adult support pupils can make models of 

water cycle and use single words / symbols to 

describe physical features. 

 

 

Experience watching the teacher/more 

able students, half fill a tray or paddling 

pool with sand and smooth the top. Put 

the tray at an angle to produce a slope 

and slowly trickle water from a hose pipe 

When looking at 

simplified pictures or 

diagrams of a river, 

be able to point to or 

name the source and 

the mouth. 
 

Pupils can use symbols to 

represent understanding 

of environment. 

 

Can ask simple 

geographical questions. 

Be able to test what happens 

to water on various surfaces 

and use some technical 

vocabulary to describe this. 

E.g. On grass, the water 

absorbs quickly. 
 

Be able to label a simple 

photograph or diagram of a 

river using at least 3 key 

terms. 
 

Be able to label a photograph or diagram of a 

river using at least 5 key terms. 
 

Be able to set up and explain what happens to 

the sand when a tray or paddling pool is half 

filled with sand and smoothed on top. Put the 

tray at an angle to produce a slope and slowly 

trickle water from a hose pipe or watering can. 

Watch as a channel appears and if the tray is 

long enough, you may get the beginning of 

swinging, (meandering) from side to side. 
 



or watering can. Watch as a channel 

appears and if the tray is long enough, 

you may get the beginning of swinging, 

(meandering) from side to side. 
 

 

 

Experience what happens to rain (water) 

on different surfaces – test what 

happens to water on tarmac, grass, soil, 

umbrellas etc.  
 

 

 

 

Pupils can sequence up to 

3 pictures showing their 

understanding. 

Pupils use simple 

geographical vocabulary 

in relation to topic. 

 

Experience what 

happens to rain 

(water) on different 

surfaces – test what 

happens to water on 

tarmac, grass, soil, 

umbrellas etc. Be able 

to state simply or use 

key symbols to show 

understanding of 

what has happened to 

the water on each 

surface e.g. 

disappeared/still 

there 

Pupils can answer simple questions 

about the water cycle/rivers 

 

Help set up and explain in 

simple terms what happens to 

the sand when a tray or 

paddling pool is half filled with 

sand and smoothed on top. Put 

the tray at an angle to produce 

a slope and slowly trickle water 

from a hose pipe or watering 

can. Watch as a channel 

appears and if the tray is long 

enough, you may get the 

beginning of swinging, 

(meandering) from side to side. 
 

Key Learning- Understand what flooding is, how it happens and how it affects people. 

Subject specific 

knowledge 

 

 

 Pupils can explore positive and negative 

images of rivers 

 

Pupils can use symbols to show some 

understanding that flooding is when there 

is too much water for it all to stay in the 

river so the water ‘escapes’ from the 

river and spreads. 
 

 

 

 

Pupils know that floods 

can cause damage. 

 

Pupils know that floods 

can be dangerous. 

 

Pupils know flooding is 

when a river bursts its 

banks. 

 

To know at least 1 

reason from the 

following why a flood 

might happen: 
(-Very heavy rainfall for 

a series of days/weeks. 

-If a river is situated in 

a city where there is 

lots of concrete, the 

water cannot absorb so 

Pupils list causes of flooding. 

 

Pupils can list the negative impact 

of flooding. 

 

Pupils can describe some of the 

ways flooding affects communities. 

 

To know at least 2 reasons 

from the following why a flood 

might happen: 
(-Very heavy rainfall for a series 

of days/weeks. 

-If a river is situated in a city 

where there is lots of concrete, 

the water cannot absorb so 

flooding can happen more easily. 

-If there are not many trees or 

plants there is nothing to ‘catch’ or 

‘drink’ the rainwater.) 

Pupils can list different types of flooding and be 

aware of the terms pluvial and fluvial flooding. 

 

Pupils can explain what causes flooding. 

 

Can explain that flooding happens when:  
(-Very heavy rainfall for a series of days/weeks. 

-If a river is situated in a city where there is lots of 

concrete, the water cannot absorb so flooding can 

happen more easily. 

-If there are not many trees or plants there is 

nothing to ‘catch’ or ‘drink’ the rainwater.) 

 

Pupils can describe some of the ways flooding 

affects communities. 

 

Pupils can describe ways to limit flood damage. 



flooding can happen 

more easily. 

-If there are not many 

trees or plants there is 

nothing to ‘catch’ or 

‘drink’ the rainwater.) 

Subject specific 

skills 

 

Can respond to geographical questions 

 

With support pupils can sequence up to 3 

pictures showing cause and effect of floods 

 

Pupils show engagement when observing 

effects (video of flooding). 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ih4G-

14Y73k and be able to use simple terms 

e.g. ‘water, flood’ etc. whilst watching 

the videos. Understand the notion that it 

is dangerous. 

Pupils can answer a 

range of geographical 

questions. 

 

 

With adult support make 

a choice from 2-3 

options (using symbols) 

about how floods affect 

a community. 

 

Pupils can sequence up to 

3 pictures showing cause 

and effect flooding 

 

 

Can answer simple 

geographical questions. 

 

 

Pupils can ask and answer a range 

of geographical questions. 

 

Pupils can use key word and up to 6 

pictures showing causes and 

effects of flooding. 

 

Pupils will be able able to use 

at least 3 simple sentences to 

verbally describe what happens 

when areas are flooded from 

the following (e.g. Water 

knocking people over, Phones don’t 

work as phone lines are cut off, 

Roads are blocked off, Cars and 

other vehicles are damaged, People 

and animals can drown/die,Crops 

are ruined, Houses, buildings and 

belongings are ruined.) 
 

Pupils can ask and answer a range of geographical 

questions and give reasoning when answering key 

questions. 

 

Pupils make observations about how living near a 

flood plain affects people living within close 

proximity. 

 

Pupils can make simple observations after watching 

video clips about response and management to 

flooding. 

 

Pupils can compare flooding around the world. 

 

Pupils should be able to show empathy with people in 

disaster situations. 

Personal 

development 

Team work  

Problem solving 

Communication skills  

Self-belief 

Self-management 

Respect 

Self-awareness  

IT skills    

Suggested activities 
 

 Please use the resources found in: T:\curriculum\Curriculum 21 22\Geography 

There is a life-like model of the water cycle in the humanities box for demonstration. 

 
Show children the images of flooding and its effects. Ask them to think about the causes, the effects during the flood and the damage caused by it. Explain that on one 

day in August 2004, 75mm of rain fell in just 2 hours. This is the same amount as usually falls in one month. Show children this depth of water in a glass. It doesn’t look 

much, but it meant over 2 billion litres of water flowed through the village in a short space of time- that’s 1000 Olympic sized swimming pools!  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ih4G-14Y73k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ih4G-14Y73k


 Ask the pupils to survey the classroom (or other location) to decide if items would be safe, repairable or ruined by flood water of different heights.  

 

Choose different surface types, water them and observe and record what happens. Watering simulates rain.  

A pupil uses a watering can to simulate rain and other pupils record what happens to the rain – soaks in, runs away, stays in a puddle,  

In the classroom, locate the different sites, record on plan what happens at each site (symbols, words or colours can be used). 

On a large picture of a house label where the water goes – on either side of the roof, into the gutter, down the drain. 

What happens to the rain that stays on the surface? On a flat piece of tarmac or concrete, create a puddle. Draw a chalk circle around the edge. Wait for an appropriate 

period and draw a chalk line around the edge of the puddle and demonstrate the disappearance of the puddle. 

Ask pupils if they know what has happened to the puddle. Explain that the water has evaporated,(evaporated because it was heated and )  

Make paper templates of the chalk rings and make a timeline to show the puddle getting smaller 

Look up at the sky, can you see the clouds? Ask pupils what clouds are made from? 

Go through the process of filling a saucepan with water and ask pupils what will happen to the water. Get steam, water goes away. Tell pupils that water evaporates from 

the puddle in the same way as the pan. 

On wall put a large simple diagram showing cross section from a hill to the sea.  

 

Half fill a tray with sand and smooth the top. Put the tray at an angle to produce a slope and slowly trickle water from a hose pipe or watering can. Watch as a channel 

appears and if the tray is long enough, you may get the beginning of swinging, (meandering) from side to side. 

Put a piece of wall paper alongside the sand tray and using a dry marker, draw the shape of the channel formed onto the paper.  
 

Visit a local river and record features which can be easily observed.  

Look at the channel – is it straight or does it move from left to right?  

Get pupils to photograph the channel and to draw a picture of it from the same place. Display photograph and field sketch together.  

Drop pebbles into the water and record if the water is deep or not deep and if the river is the same depth all the way across and record information.  

Stand on a bridge and play Pooh Sticks. 

Discuss with the pupils if they think the water is going fast or slow. Record what they think. Take a photograph. 

Use a stop watch to time how long it takes each Pooh stick to go between two easily identifiable places. Repeat exercise a number of times.  Have races between Pooh 

sticks on different banks of the river channel. Is the water on one side going faster than on the other?  Take a photograph of the race and when in school, annotate it, 

showing which side is fastest.  

Look at the bank of the river where the water is faster, is it steep or not steep. The river is faster on the outside of bends with a steeper bank.  Repeat for the bank of 

the river where the water is slower. The river is slower on the inside of bends with a gentle bank.  Have a large sketch picture of the river where the photographs and 

experiments were carried out. Use symbols or single words to identify where the channel is straight / curved, deep / shallow, steep sided / gentle sided.  

This can be repeated at 2 or 3 sites along the river to see how it changes.  

 

Draw a large sketch of the length of river you have looked at and see how the river has changed. Pupils can use words or symbols to indicate wider, deeper, straighter, 

curved, faster, and slower. 

Pupils should wear Wellington boots and wet weather gear. 

Go into the play ground and water with a hose pipe. Turn the hosepipe on and watch.            

Ask what happens to the water?  – goes down the drain. 

Put a large piece of polythene over the drain to simulate that the drain is full of water and repeat.  

Ask what happens to the water now? – The playground becomes flooded. (Turn off the hose when you have made your point.) 

Let the pupils walk around the flooded playground. Ask how difficult is it to walk? How could you move around more easily? Use a small boat. 

Take photographs of the pupils in the flooded playground. 

Pupils write / copy / choose words or symbols to go with their photograph to describe what it was like to be in a flood. 



Ask what would the garden be like? (muddy, with plants dying)  

Ask what would happen in the countryside to fields, crops, animals? (Like in the gardens, but animals would be stranded and even drown.) 

Make a model street in a water tray. Add cars and then ‘rain’ on the street, using a watering can and watch what happens. 

Project a picture of a city street scene onto a wall using an OHP and superimpose water in the streets to show flooding. What problems would people have? 

No cars, can’t walk, will get wet, water will come into the houses. 

Talk about Bangladesh. Show a globe / world map and locate the British Isles and Bangladesh. Tell pupils that it is a long way away from here, very flat and has high rainfall. 

Explain that it is a rural (farming) country and most farmers grow all their own food and sell any they have to spare.  

Use the internet to search for ‘Floods in Bangladesh’ there are lots of sites with pictures of floods in the region. 

Use pictures to discuss what happens – homes and belongings washed away including cattle, goats and chickens, people escaping the water by climbing trees,  

Cut and stick pictures to show the effects of floods, some pupils can write statements to describe what is happening. 

Another problem is sickness – diarrhoea, cholera, dysentery, pneumonia and not enough medicine. Discuss why diarrhoea spreads to everyone in a flood. International aid 

raises money and sends doctors and nurses to help the sick.  

Look for pictures on the net and other pictures of people. Pupils decide if their picture is one showing people helping flood  

Victims or not and if it is, stick onto a group collage. 
 

 
 

 

 Use the internet to research the locations of recent flooding in the UK and mark these on a map – what do the areas have in common? What makes an area prone to 

flooding? The Environment Agency website has details of flood warnings for specific areas, as well as a Post Coded search facility to find out the level of risks in 

different areas  

Ask pupils to reflect in silence on the impact of the flooding on its victims. How would they feel? Ask them to use coloured markers to identify, on an extract of the text, 

words and phrases which involve feelings and then to add notes to show how the effect was achieved. 

Make or colour flooding warning/advice posters 

Online resources 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ih4G-14Y73k 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCMMnAEQeWw 

 

Evidencing Work 

Work sheets  

Photographs 

PowerPoints 

   

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ih4G-14Y73k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCMMnAEQeWw

